Literary Devices and Figurative Language Definitions

Alliteration is the repetition of consonant sounds at the start of two or more neighboring words.  

Allusions in literature are an indirect reference to a work of literature, person or event.

Anaphora is the repetition of words at the start of consecutive sentences or lines.  

Euphemism involves a mild term substituting for a harsh, blunt or offensive term.  

Hyperbole uses extreme exaggeration to add effect.

Imagery uses description of objects and figures to paint a picture for the reader, usually appealing to the five senses (sight, sound, taste, touch, smell).

Metaphor is a comparison between two objects not using like or as.  

Onomatopoeia is the use of sounds to imitate words. 

Oxymorons are expressions in which two words that contradict each other are joined together.

Paradox is an apparently contradictory statement that actually contains some truth.  

Personification occurs when a non-human object is given human thoughts, feelings or attitudes.

Rhyme occurs when the sounds are the same at end of words, especially at the end of lines of poetry.

Simile is a comparison between two objects using like or as.

Sonnets are a form of poetry using a specific rhyme scheme (abab, cdcd, efef, gg) that includes 4 quatrains and ends with a rhyming couplet.   Shakespearean sonnets also include the use of iambic pentameter in each line.

